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Introduction

Measure 4 Part 1 of the Florida Community College Accountability process provides

information on the success of students who enroll in remedial courses. The display shows the

number of first time in college degree seeking students who took an entrance exam during the

fall term of a given year. Of those students, the report then shows the number and percent who

failed some portion of an entry level placement test. A second portion of the report displays

how many of the students needing remediation in a given area enrolled in a college preparatory

course. The last section of the display indicates the number and percentage of those who passed

the highest level college preparatory course for that area at the particular community college

within a two year period. This last section is also known as the exit rate from college prep for the

various groups (SBCC, 1997). The information in this display is provided for both the full

cohort and by major ethnic group for each area of placement testing - reading, writing and

mathematics.

Each of the twenty-eight public community colleges in Florida is required to submit an

annual Equity Update to the Division of Community Colleges. One section of that Update is

devoted to an in-depth examination of a particular aspect of the college's curriculum. This year,

the area under consideration is Reading. The data used to examine Reading is being taken from

the information contained in Accountability Measure 4 Part 1. The 1997 reading display

indicates a difference of about nine percentage points in the exit rate of white and black students
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and a smaller difference of seven percentage points in the rates of whites and Hispanics. While

the gaps have been narrowing over the past three years, there is still concern within the system

that the rates have not yet attained parity.

After examining those data and noticing the difference in exit rates, an initial step in an

analysis of the difference would be to determine if students of different ethnic backgrounds are

entering the College Preparatory Program at the same level. Another way of phrasing this is

whether the average scores obtained on the entry level placement test by the different ethnic

groups are approximately the same. If these average scores vary by large amounts, then unequal

exit rates would be anticipated.

Method

In order to conduct this comparison, the average College Placement Test (CPT) score of

all 1996-97 first-time-in-college students was calculated. The CPT was chosen since that test

represented the majority of all entry level placement tests recorded for the 1996-97 reporting

year. This same average was also calculated for each major ethnic group at each college. Even

though the Equity Update is limited to Reading, it was decided to include all three areas of the

CPT in this analysis.

Results

The attached tables show the average scores for each of the three sections of the CPT

reading, writing and mathematics. In addition, the next to last column shows the range of the

average scores obtained among the major ethnic groups - black, white and Hispanic. The final

column is the range obtained across all the ethnic groups.

The system level ranges for Reading were the largest for both types. The restricted range
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was 7.2 points while the total range was 9.0 points. Among all the groups, Asians had the lowest

average score, with blacks next in line. Hispanics and Indians were tied for the next spot with

whites obtaining the highest average.

This same pattern was repeated for writing. Asians again had the lowest average, blacks

next, then Indians, Hispanics and finally whites with the highest. However, the restricted range

for writing was less than that of Reading at 5.5 points. The full range was also less at 8.3 points.

Mathematics presented a very different picture with a restricted range of only 1.5 points

and a full range of only 2.6 points. Blacks and Indians were at the low end of these scores with

whites next, then Hispanics and finally Asians at the top.

Conclusions

The differences among the various ethnic groups on average CPT score appear to be

large enough for Reading and Writing to provide a partial explanation for the differences in exit

rates. However, the mathematics section appears to be basically the same, suggesting that there

are also other factors involved. Potential factors, based upon other research studies, would

include such things as family obligations, employment, financial aid and full-time/part-time

status. Additional analyses need to be done in an effort to determine the effects and interactions

of these types of factors.
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